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Itinerary & Inclusions 

16 days Moscow to Beijing *Essentials* 

 
 

    

 

 

 
 

 

    

 

Destination Moscow to Beijing (May to September) 

Travel Dates 16 Days - Thursdays from Moscow 
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Thursday Day 1 Moscow 
 

 

 
 

 

Moscow took over the role of Russia’s capital when the Mongols razed Kiev to the ground in the Middle Ages… its famous gold 
onion-domes have the image of Russia you’ll barely in St Petersburg. Much of Moscow still bears witness to those early days. The 
Kremlin is a huge C15th citadel built when marauding Mongolian troops were still a real menace. Its enormous fortified walls guard 
the ancient Kremlin Cathedrals within, once the centrepiece of the Russian Orthodox Church – and now once again restored to 
religious use. The colossal Treasure of the Russian Tsars is now on view within the Kremlin too, securely displayed in the former 
Armoury Chamber. Muscovites are addicted to pleasure, and the city overflows with stupendous restaurants, bars, clubs, & coffee-
shops. Winter was always the holiday-time in Russia (too cold to work outdoors on building or farming) and with that came 
theatres – Russians love a show, and the Bolshoi Theatre is world famous (opera & ballet, on their “No 2” stage whilst the main 
theatre’s being rebuilt). Come in winter to see Russians at play (theatres shut in summer here!), or in summer take a stroll in the 
Botanical Gardens? Muscovites love to party, and the wild nightclubs or chic bars open until very late, year-round. 
 

Airport to Hotel  Arrive Moscow 

On arrival at Moscow Airport a local representative will be waiting for you. Private 
car transfer to your centrally located hotel. 
 

 

Walking Tour  Moscow - 3 hours 

Start: 3:00pm 

 

 
 

 

 You will be met in the hotel reception by your English-speaking guide. Enjoy a 3-hour 
guided walk around the city centre. Highlights include Red Square, Gum Department Store 
and the Bolshoi Theatre. Entrance fees payable direct.  
 

 

Assambleya Nikitskaya 
Hotel 

 1 x Standard with breakfast 

 

 
 

 
 

 Check In: Thursday / Day 1 
Check Out: Saturday / Day 3 
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Friday Day 2 Moscow 
 

 

  Enjoy a Day at Leisure 

 
 

 

Saturday Day 3  
 

 

Hotel to Station  Depart Moscow 

Pick Up: 2:30pm 
 
You will be met in the hotel reception by a local representative and transferred by 
private car to Moscow Railway Station for your departing train. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

   
 

Moscow to Ekaterinburg – Overnight Train, 2 or 4 berth 

Departure: Saturday, Day 3 @ 4:38pm 
Arrival: Sunday, Day 4 @ 8:04pm 

 

 

Sunday Day 4 Ekaterinburg 
 

 

 
 

 

Including Ekaterinburg in a holiday itinerary would have been an impossibility in the not too distant past – hidden away in the 
heart of the Urals, it has been the backdrop for things which Russia wanted to keep quiet – including some very dark moments in 
Russia’s history. Now of course you can travel there by train, and discover this fascinating city on your great Russian adventure. 
 

Station to Hotel  Arrive Ekaterinburg 

On arrival at Ekaterinburg Railway Station a local representative will be waiting for 
you on the platform. Private car transfer to your centrally located hotel. 
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Chekhov Hotel  1 x Standard room with breakfast, includes late check out 

 

 
 

 
 

 Check In: Sunday / Day 4 
Check Out: Tuesday / Day 6 
 
 

 

 

Monday Day 5 Ekaterinburg 
 

 

City Tour of Ekaterinburg  Walking - 3 hours 

Start: 10:00am 

 

 
 

 

 You will be met in the hotel reception by an English-speaking guide. Enjoy a guided walking 
tour of Ekaterinburg.  
 
On this tour your guide will lead you through the historical center of the city. You will see 
statues of Ekaterinburg’s founders and communist leaders, and the guide will tell you some 
local stories, legends and jokes, related to them. On the 1905 Revolution square you will 
view all the history of the city on the ancient pictures shown by our guide. There will be an 
opportunity to visit splendid Church of Spilled Blood at the Romanovs’ Death Site and the 
Chapel of St. Elizabeth. You will observe beautiful views of Ekaterinburg and the City Pond 
from an embankment and from the Hill of Ascension. The sorrowful Afghanistan memorial 
at the Square of Red Army, gorgeous villas of Urals “gold merchants” of 19th century and 
monumental buildings in “Stalin’s neoclassicism” style are to survey, too.  
 

 

 

Tuesday Day 6  
 

 

  Enjoy a Day at Leisure 

 
 

Hotel to Station  Depart Ekaterinburg 

Pick Up: 8:00pm 
 
You will be met in the hotel reception by a local representative and transferred by 
private car to Ekaterinburg Railway Station for your departing train. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

   
 

Ekaterinburg to Irkutsk - Train, 4 berth share or buy out  

Departure: Tuesday, Day 6 @ 9:49pm 
Arrival: Friday, Day 9 @ 6:22am 
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Friday Day 9 Listvyanka 
 

 

Irkutsk Station to 
Listvyanka 

 Irkutsk Station to Listvyanka 

On arrival at Irkutsk Railway Station a local representative will be waiting for you 
on the platform. Shared vehicle transfer to your accommodation in Listvyanka 
village on the shores of Lake Baikal. 
 

 

 
 

 

Baikal is the world’s largest stretch of fresh water, and the largest lake on the planet. Formed by plate tectonic movements of the 
earth’s molten crust, it’s a unique environment where species long extinct elsewhere have their strange existence. Baikal has the 
only freshwater seals in the world – nerpa nerpa – stranded here thousands of miles from the sea. Still odder is the strange 
golomka, which lives at such depths – Baikal is the world’s deepest lake, over a mile to the bottom – that it explodes due to 
pressure-change if netted and dragged to the surface. Some of the animals, fish, algae and plants found in Lake Baikal are unique – 
and as you gaze over this vast expanse of water you sense it may contain much more than has so far been discovered. Lake Baikal 
was the biggest problem that faced the Trans-Siberian Railway builders – its huge size (40 miles across) lay directly in the path of 
the railroad. Their first solution was a steamer accommodating the entire train, and ferrying it safely to the other side – but winter 
temperatures forced them to lay tracks directly over the pack-ice when the Lake wasn’t navigable. Having lost several locos 
through holes in the ice (there are a few warm springs down there..) the Circum-Baikal Line was built. 
 

Baikal Chalet  1 x Twin with breakfast, including early check in 

 

 
 

 
 

 Check In: Friday / Day 9 
Check Out: Sunday / Day 11 
 
 

 

 

Saturday Day 10 Listvyanka 
 

 

  Enjoy a Day at Leisure 

 
 

 

Sunday Day 11 Irkutsk 
 

 

Listvyanka to Irkutsk 
Hotel 

 Listvyanka to Irkutsk Hotel 
A local representative will collect you from your accommodation. Shared shuttle 
minibus transfer to Irkutsk Hotel. 
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The “Paris of Siberia’, For most visitors, Irkutsk is principally the gateway to nearby Lake Baikal. However, its charming streets with 
old wooden houses suggest an era when the journey here was not cosy nights in the starched sheets of a sleeper-wagon – but over 
a month of frost-bitten misery, desperate conditions, and nights in flea-bitten roadside taverns… and Irkutsk the welcoming 
comfort of a substantial city after the hideous journey. 
 

Victoria Hotel  1 x Superior Room with breakfast 

 

 
 

 
 

 Check In: Sunday / Day 11 
Check Out: Monday / Day 12 
 
 

 

 

Monday Day 12  
 

 

Hotel to Station  Depart Irkutsk 

Pick Up: 6:00am 
 
You will be met in the hotel reception by a local representative and transferred by 
private car to Irkutsk Railway Station for your departing train. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

   
 

Irkutsk to Ulaanbaatar – Overnight Train, 2 or 4 berth 

Departure: Monday, Day 12 @ 8:08am 
Arrival: Tuesday, Day 13 @ 6:50am 
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Tuesday Day 13  
 

 

 
 

 

Ulaanbaatar is the world’s most land-locked city. Ulaanbaatar – “Red Hero” – is a strangely attractive mixture of ancient temples 
and Buddhist lamaseries, alongside some ugly Soviet-era buildings built as “a gift” for the Mongolians by the USSR. On top of this 
are new cafes, bars, coffee-shops, internet-cafes and new-agey places. When you consider the city’s remote location – just north 
of the baking Gobi Desert, and south of the freezing Steppes of Siberia, it’s really remarkable that it’s there at all! Don’t miss 
visiting the Gandan Lamasery (”Gandantegchinlen” in full) – the largest and most important Buddhist monastery in the country. 
Like Tibet, the priest-kings of Mongolia were chosen by the Dalai-Lama in Lhasa – it would always be a Tibetan boy, sent to 
Mongolia at an early age. The Residence of the Bogdo-Khan (”Priest-King”) can also be visited, as can the Choijin Temple (although 
it’s now a museum). Don’t miss a chance to see the strange Central Department Store – where you can buy a home cinema 

system… or a ger. 

Station to Hotel  Arrive Ulaanbaatar 

On arrival at Ulaanbaatar Railway Station a local representative will be waiting for 
you on the platform. Private car transfer to your centrally located hotel. 
 

 

Ulaanbaatar to Terelj 
National Park 

 Gandan Monastery & Genghis Khan touring 

 

 
 

 

 You will be met in the hotel reception at around 9am (time will be reconfirmed locally). 
Enjoy a morning visit to the Gandan Monastery complex. Afterwards transfer to your ger 
camp in Terelj National Park with a visit to a Nomadic family and guided tour of the 
magnificent Genghis Khan Equestrian Statue en-route.  
 
The Genghis Khan Equestrian Statue, part of the Genghis Khan Statue Complex is a 40 
metre tall statue of Genghis Khan on horseback, on the bank of the Tuul River at Tsonjin 
Boldog (54 km) east of Ulaanbaatar, where according to legend, he found a golden whip. 
The statue is symbolically pointed east towards his birthplace. It is on top of the Genghis 
Khan Statue Complex, a visitor centre, itself 10 metres tall, with 36 columns representing 
the 36 khans from Genghis to Ligdan Khan. It was designed by sculptor D. Erdenebileg and 
architect J. Enkhjargal and erected in 2008. Visitors walk to the head of the horse through 
its chest and neck of the horse for panoramic views.  
 

 

Terelj National Park  Buuveit Ger Camp 1 night, full board. Private ger tent. 
 

 
 

 

 Buuveit camp is located in the Gorkhi Terelj National Park 65 km’s north east of 
Ulaanbaatar. The National Park Gorkhi-Terelj includes the southern Khentii mountain 
range. Terelj is one of the Mongolian mostly visited and protected areas. It offers natural 
beautiful scenery, interesting rock formations and is covered by forests, wetlands and 
alpine tundra. The Buuviet Ger Camp is open year-round. Facilities include - 220 V central 
electricity, Deep well with artesian water, 70 bed guest - Gers for overnight, 16 bed Winter 
houses, 60 seat Ger – Restaurant, Information Ger with Mongolian national games, 
Modern bar in a Ger, Souvenir shop, Fully equipped rest rooms (during Summer only!), 
Outside barbecue and bar. 
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Wednesday Day 14 Ulaanbaatar 
 

 

Ger Camp to Ulaanbaatar  National Museum and Chinggis Square 

 

 
 

 

 Mid-morning transfer from your ger camp back to Ulaanbaatar for the rest of your city 
tour. Enjoy a visit to Chinggis Square and the National Museum.  
 
Mongolia’s National Museum takes visitors from the Neolithic era right to the present day. 
It offers an unparalleled overview of Mongolian culture, ranging from stone-age 
petroglyphs and exquisite gold ornamentation to the full gamut of traditional ceremonial 
costumes. The 1st floor has some interesting exhibits on Stone Age sites in Mongolia, as 
well as petroglyphs, deer stones (stone sculptures of reindeer and other animals) and 
burial sites from the Hun and Uighur eras. The 2nd floor houses an outstanding collection 
of costumes, hats and jewellery, representing most of Mongolia’s ethnic groups. The 3rd 
floor is a must-see for fans of the Mongol horde. The collection includes real examples of 
12th-century Mongol armour. There is also a display of traditional Mongolian culture with, 
among other things, a furnished ger, traditional herding and domestic implements, saddles 
and musical instruments. It also covers the Soviet era, including the suit of cosmonaut 
Jügderdemidiin Gurragchaa, the first Mongolian in space. At the conclusion of your tour 
transfer to hotel. 
 

 

H9 Hotel Nine  1 x Standard Room with Breakfast 

 

 
 

 
 

 Check In: Wednesday / Day 14 
Check Out: Thursday / Day 15 
 
 

 

 

Thursday Day 15  
 

 

Hotel to Station  Depart Ulaanbaatar 

Pick Up: 6:00am 
 
You will be met in the hotel reception by a local representative and transferred by 
private car to Ulaanbaatar Railway Station for your departing train. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

   
 

Ulaanbaatar to Beijing – Overnight Train, 2 or 4 berth 

Departure: Thursday, Day 15 @ 7:15am 
Arrival: Friday, Day 16 @ 2:35pm 
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Friday Day 16  
 

 

  Services end on arrival in Beijing 

 
 

 
 

   

 

 


